
OPPOSED TO CHANGE S
IN LIBRARY CONTROL I

th
si
sa

Board of Trade Committee
Against Recommendation of |j

the Commissioners.

SAY TRUSTEES SHOULD
NAME THE LIBRARIAN p

Declare Citizens Would Lose Interest
in Institution if House
Passes the Bill. A

The recommendation of the District
Commissioners that power to appoint
the librarian and other employes of the
J'ublic Library of the District of Columbiabe vested in the board of Commissionersand not in the board of as

trustee of the library and the librarian
respectively, as at present, is dis- * °

approved in a special report adopted ( °

by the committee on Public Library of Clt

the Washington Board of Trade at a spi

meeting held yesterday afternoon. The cit

executive committee of the Board of 101
y V)

Trade yesterday authorized the presentationof ^this report to the full board sei

«r its meeting scheduled for tomorrow

right at the New Willard Hotel. arr

The report contains a recommenda- <

tion that the Board of Trade go on rec- po!
ord as disapproving a bill introduced &n

In the House January 5. which pro-i**rides"thar hereafter all appointments to
to and removals from annual and ^rf
other positions authorized by law and
appropriations for the free Public
Library shall be made by the Commis- "

sioners of the District of Columbia. j0j

Think Citizens More Interested. m

ma
In the report attention is called to the vo

fact that the Public Library was estab- me

l;shed through the efforts of unofficial ^
citizens and not by the District gov- be:
eminent and wthat the committee be- wi

lleves "it is more important that the Cla

citizens of tiie District of Columbia
shall l>e interested in the affairs of the
library than that the employed officers t
of the District government only should
feel concerned in the conduct of such
an important institution." It further *s,a

states that "the removal of all power crc

from the trustees, making them mere- (j0
ly an advisory board, would, without
doubt, result in tlie loss of interest by ua

citizens who have the greatest ability tin
to serve the District in library work col
and their refusal to sacrifice their time
and energy, now so freely given by the
l»c»rd of trustees." Clt

The report, which was prepared by th«
Miles M. Shand, chairman of the com- y
Fniftee, follows: ^
"The Public Library of the District of us<

Columbia was created by an act of Con- Tu
gre -s. approved June 3. 1896. This law el*1

provides that the board of trustees snau noi

be composed of nine memt>ers, appointed ass

b> the Commissioners of the District of ro\

Columbia; that each of the trustees'shall mi:
be a taxpayer in the District of Colum- Ku
bia and shall serve without compensa- Pa
tion. It is also provided in the creative Dii
act that the trustees shall appoint a li- apj
brarian to have the care and superintend- pri
ence of the library and that the said
librarian shall appoint such assistants
as the board shall deem necessary to the
proper conduct of the library.

sio
Bill Providing for Change. sol

"January 1916. a bill was introduced pn

In the House of Representatives by re- mL

guest of the Commissioners of the DisIrictof Columbia, entitled H. R. 7592, 'a ^°s
bill to provide for the appointment and act

iemoval of employes of the free Public su<

library by the Commissioners of the DisJrictof Columbia.*
1 "Be it enacted in the Senate and
flous^ of Representatives of the Unit- ^
ed States of America in Congress as-
embled that hereafter all appointm.entsto arid removals from annual Wi
and other positions authorized by law ret
and appropriations for the free public rhlibrary shall be made by the Commis-
ioners of the District or Columbia.' joirVour committee desires to express ima

its keen appreciation of the fact thatjAa
during the twenty years of its exist- boi
ence the Commissioners have invari- Wi
ably given their hearty support to Dr
measures affecting the maintenance
and development of the library, the ZZ
present board of Commissioners being mparticularly sympathetic in co-operatingwith the library trustees in matteisrelating to the library's interests.

Praise Library Trustees.
!i is even more pleasant to. give expressionto the feeling of gratitude

whh h all thoughtful citizens of the
1 district of Columbia feel toward the
library trustees for their whole-heartedservice to the community as they
have unselfishly and without reward.
save as the faithful performance of a
civic duty brings its own reward.giventheir thought and time and labor,
w nut intffilv t Vi e maVlne- r\9 V. _ 11 I
brary a real and vital factor in the
great educational system which the Districtof Columbia maintains for the
benefit of the people.

It is more Important that the citizens
of the District of Columbia shall be interestedin the affairs of this library
than that the employed officers of the jDistrict government only should feel con<emed in the conduct of such an Importantinstitution. It Is well to recall
that the library was established, not by
the District government. but by unofficial
citizens, and that Congress recognized the
need of the continued interests of citizensin the library when it provided
that the trustees should be Invested with
powers and responsibilities in the actual
conduct thereof. Had it not been for the
powers and duties Imposed upon the
trustees by the law It Is extremely doubtfulif such conspicuously able and Influentialmen would have served as trusteesduring the past twenty years, or that
seme of the library's best achievements
would have been recorded.

Citizens Would Lose Interest.
"The removal of all power from the

trustees, making them merely an advisory
hoard, would, without doubt, result In the
loss of interest by citizens who have the
greatest ability to serve the District In
library work, and *helr refusal to sacrifice
their time and energy, now 80 freely
given by the board of trustees.

"i nder the present law the work and
efficiency of the library has progressed
v. .thout friction or hostile criticism, and
the record of the librarian and the library
force has won great praise, not only at
home, but abroad. The librarian of Congresshas stated that the Public Library
»>f Washington is "the most Intelligentlyactive for its size and constituency
that 1 know of within the entire coun1r>,"and the district Commissioners
have recently repeated their belief that
the library is "efficiently and economicallyadministered," and commended its fine
record of service to the community.

Disapproves the Change.
Your committee believes that the curtailmentof the powers and responsibilityvested in the trustees of the libraryby the law of 1896, which is

sought by the radical changes proposed
in House bill 7."»92, would not be In the
best interests of the library, but that
on the other hand it is the part of wisdomto continue the control of the libraryas now, in the hands of representativesof the community whose laborssecured Its creation and its development,and who may confidently
be expected to continue their good
work if it may be done under existing
law. Your committee recommends the
following resolution:

"Resolv«<^ That the Washington

oard of Trade expresses its disap
ovalof the change proposed by House

11 7592 to place the appointment and
moval of employes of the Public Li

aryin the hands of the Commission'sof the District of Columbia, and
commends that there be no chanare at
ie present time in the law of 1896.
hereby it is provided that the trusesshall appoint a librarian and that
e librarian shall appoint such asstantsas the board shall deem necesiryto the proper conduct of the li

ary."
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IKbto IHAI MKAlit
BE SOUGHT BY DISTRICT
T. Moran Also Argues for Local

^
Representation in Senate

and House.

ddresses Midcity Association.Or-i
ganization Plans to Aid Bed
Cross Membership Campaign.

"In nrrlor that nnr rhililrpn mav llOt

slaves in the District of Columbia,
we have been before them," P. T.

>ran. president of the Chamber of

mmerce, urged representation in

ngress and the franchise for the
izens of the District of Columbia,
eaking last night before the MidyCitizens' Association meeting, at
)9 7th street. His views of what
ould be done contemplated repreitationin the House and Senate, and
was in favor of a constitutional

lendment making it possible.
>n his indorsement of the firemen and
lice pension bill, now pending in Con2ss,the association expressed itself
favor of the measure and promised
work for it. A resolution was inducedby James Toomev and adoptdeclaring:
That our association feels that the
al work of our policemen and firenshould be substantially and pernentlvrecognized; therefore, we faran adequate pension and retirentlaw for the policemen and flre

nof the District, and it is our belief
it H. R. bill No. S660 contains the
st features of such a law and meets
th the hearty approval of this assotion."
To Co-Operate With Bed Cross.
'he association also appointed a comtteeof three to co-operate with the
tional Red Cross in its efforts to in

asemembership in that organizanduring "membership week," Jan-
ry 31 to February 6. W. E. Denver,Jatnes Toomey and George Uri0were designated as the committee,
ey will invite members of the MidyAssociation to become members of
1 Red Cross.
lartin Meenehan, Maurice Abramson,
car Nauck, W. C. Zimmerman. S. R.
pper and Thomas R. Dewdney were
cted to membership. Plans were anLincedfor the annual dinner of the
iociatioiv which will be held tomorvnight at the St. James Hotel. ComssioneraNewman, Brownlow and
tz and Representative Robert N.
ge, chairman of the subcommittee on
strict appropriations of the House
propriations committee, will be the
ncipal speakers.

Not Necessary to Take Action.
Toposals of the board of Conunisnersthat conj^l of the ^eblic
lools be given into its hands was

scented to the association in a cowinicationfrom a sister organization,
esident A. J. Driscoll called attention
the fact that the Mid-city Citizens*
sociatlon is already on record by its
ion of last April in favor of giving
?h control into the hands of the board
Commissioners.

To Address Republican League.
it a meeting of the District of ConbiaRepublican Eeague, J. FInley
lson, president, and Jabez T.ee, secary,this evening at Second Baptist
urch, 3d street between H and I
eets northwest, speeches are to be
rl o Kv Ham* Wardmnn .Tahor T.ea

ron Bradshaw, Rev. W. Bishop John
1. Rev. S. L. Corrothers. Dr. Edward
lllston, Dr. Charles H. Marshall and
Peter Willis Price.

News Froir
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FOR SOI CHANGE I
IN SCHOOLCONTROL

Takoma Park Citizens Favor
Plan if Politics Is

Eliminated.

BELIEVE THAT TEACHERS
I

SHOULD HAVE PROTECTION c

Association Also Urges Seduction in c

a

Number of Members of Board i

of Education. ]
V

The Takoma Park CMizens' Associa- p
tion last night favored, in part, the
proposition of the District Commission- e
ers to transfer the control of the pub- a

lie schools from the board of education ^
to themselves. A
Believing that the proposed bill includesfeatures which are an improve- ^

ment over the present law, the organ- q
ization adopted the report of its com- °

mittee on education, which favors these 0
changes, "provided the bill can be so

worded as to protect effectively teach- d

ers and all other employes of the Dis- g
trict school system from the influence p
of politics, either party or municipal." T

e
After carefully considering the prop^- s

osition of the Commissioners and the a

arguments before the subcommittee on *

education of the House District com- ^
mittee recently of both District offl- w

cials and the members of the board of £
education, the committee on education tl
submitted its report at a special meetingheld in the Takoma Park branch
of the Washington Public Library, 5th tJ

and Cedar streets northwest.

Committee's Recommendations.
The renort was Dresented by H. C. t

Gore, chairman of the committee, the s

other members of the committee being fl

Dr. D. X. Shoemaker, Homer Skeels and
William F. Wight, all of whom were v

present and took part in the discussion 11

which followed the reading- of the re-
^

port and its recommendations.
The report stated that the features

^
of the proposed legislation which this
committee favors are:

"The removal from the Supreme Court
of the District of the power of the ap-

a

pointment of the board of education c

and executive function.
s

"The vesting of it in the hands of the
executive officers of the District, thus »

centering control of all school, execu- *]
tive and administrative authority under
one head. u

"The reduction In the number of mem- n

bers of the board of education from
nine to five members." 8

The committee, however, disagreed tl
with the recommendation of the Com- "

missioners in regard to thfc appoint- d
ment of the superintendent or director
of education and would have this offl-

"

cial appointed by the board of educa- c

tion, as is the practice in the majority. v

of cities comparable to Washington. P
The committee approved that the appointmentof all teachers be made by o

the board of education on the recom- «

mendation of the superintendent, as is >
the present practice, with the addi- b
tional recommendation that the same e

course should be followed in case of a

the colored assistant superintendent; n

and it also approves the extension of o

the civil service to all other employes t
of ttK» school svstem. o

Report Is Adopted. t<
c

On motion of Homer Skeels, a mem- c
ber of the committee, the report was t

adopted and copies were ordered sent °

to the District Commissioners and the t
House and Senate District committees, r

Following the reading of the report a t

lengthy discussion took place. F. B.
Linton favored keeping the schools out i

of politics. He said the teachers would
come to fear possible changes in the
public schools when new Commission- h
ers came in, similar to the former feel-

^
irig of federal employes when presi- *

dential administrations changed. c

Robert L. Lerch said that if there was t
one system in the District of Columbia a
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hat should be kept clear of favoritism
t was the public schools. He paid a
ribute to the high standing: and inelligence'of the justices of the DisrictSupreme Court, who now appoint
he members of the board of education,
rhe justices do not change every few
ears, he said, whereas the Commls:ionerschange frequently. Centralisation,he said, was not everything.
'We see too much of that sometimes,
rhe community should have a say in
he board of education, which they now
lave through the justices of the Su>remeCourt, but which they would
Jot have through a political board ap>ointedby the President," he con:luded.

T. H. Arnold spoke of the advantages
>f centralization in administrative
luties. He said that the responsibility
should be placed in the hands of as few
>eople as possible.

"Necessity for Change Not New."
William F. Wight, another member

>f the committee, stated that the necessityfor a change in the public school
system was not new. It had been under
liscussion for 5bme time past, he said,
ind one member of the committee of
Congress had admitted that matters
lad not been going as smoothly as
nembers of the board of education
vould lead one to believe..
The question of a referendum vote on
rohibition in the District was also
liscussed at the meeting of the assoiationlast night, many of those presntentering into the debate, following
report on the subject by Dr. D. N.

Shoemaker, the association's repreentativeto the Federation of Citizens'
associations.
Dr. Shoemaker requested instructions
s to how he should vote at the nextneeting of the federation whei> the
uestion came up for decision. He toldf the action of the various associationsnd the discussions at the last meetingf the federation.
Maj. D. S. Fletcher moved that the
elegate be instructed to vote for the
eferendum, which was opposed by Dr.
Shoemaker on flip frmnnJ tv,o* i*

ermit other questions to creep into)istrict affairs. He said that he doubtdvery much if a referendum could be
ecured in any case. It would open upnumber of questions, he continued,
nd have a very little effect on the
iquor question. It would only cause
elay. William Stuart could not agree7ith Dr. Shoemaker as to the possiblefifect the movement might have in delyingprohibition. "Any movement
hat may lead to suffrage in the Disrictis something the people ought to
avor." he said. "I do not believe in
axation without representation."

Reasons for Referendum.
J. H. Arnold remarked that ttie fact
hat the people were to vote on the
ubject would set them to thinking and
orce them to become posted on Disrictaffairs. He thought it would be a
rise thing to bring the question of votngup to the people. He favored resientsof the District having a vote on
^cal affairs.
James W. Dyre, a former president of
he association, said he did not think
'ongress would give a referendum on
he one question of prohibition. If
11 questions affecting the District
ould be voted on 'in this manner, he
aid, something would be accomplished.
President Wilmer G. Piatt, taking the
oor, said the people of the District
ave wanted a vote for many years.
I am sure that if the question is put
p to Congress the majority of the
lembers would be in favor of it."
F. B. .Dinton thought that the propoitionwould tend to delay action and
hat the residents of the District would
ot get the referendum, but would get
elay.
Rev. Thomas C. Clarke, pastor of
akoma Park Presbyterian Church, delaredthe delay, in his opinion, faoredthe liquor interests. He oposedthe referendum.
President Piatt then railed for a vote
n the referendum. The result was
even in favor of it and twelve opposed.
1r. Dyre then moved that the delegates
e instructed to vote against the referndum.The result was twelve yeas
nd two nays. The association left the
natter of admitting new associations
f less than one year's existence into
he Federation of Citizens' Associations
ptional with the delegates.
H. L. Thornton of the street commitnereported that he had investigated tho
ondition of the streets and walks in
:hillum Castle Manor, as directed by
he association, following the receipt
f a petition from property owners in
hat section, and on his recommendaionthe District Commissioners will be
equested to make temporary repairs to
he thoroughfares in that section.

Frigate Constitution as Memorial.
Senator Gallinger of New Hampshire
las introduced a resolution asking the
Secretary of the Navy to report on the
ost of restoring the frigate Constituion.now lying in the Boston harbor,
.s a memorial.
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HERMAN B. DURYEA DIES;,
NOTED RACING FIGURE

American Won Triumphs on EnglishTurf.Associated With

Harry Payne Whitney.

SARANAC LAKE. N. Y. January 25.
.Herman B. Duryea, for many years a

prominent figure in American racing
and yachting circles, died here today.
Mr. Duryea, in association with Harry

Payne Whitney, owned a number of
famous racing horses. In 1914 his
Durbar II won the English derby, beingthe fourth American-owned horse
to win that classic event. Another
triumph on the English turf for the
American snnrtsman tx-na victory

at Newmarket in 1912, when Sweeper
II won a spectacular race.
Mr. Duryea maintained stables in

England. France and America and was
a deputy steward of the American
Jockey Club.

Joseph Cassidy Is Paroled.
COMSTOCK, X. Y.. January 25.-JosephCassidy, formerly prominent in

New York city politics, who was convictedof bartering for the nomination
of ex-Congressman William Willett
as a supreme court justice, was releasedfrom Great Meadow prison by
the parole board today and left on a
noon train for New York. Willett's
case was considered, but final action
was deferred.
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REV. DR. W. W. CAMPBELL
DIES AT WILMINGTON

Founder of Westminster Church in
i

Washington Succumbs at the

Age of Eighty-Four.

Rev. Pr. William W. Campbell, first
pastor of the Westminster PresbyterianChurch of this city, died last
Thursday at his home in Wilmington,
Del. Funeral services were held Saturday.
Dr. Campbell was eighty-four years

old. He was a native of Uniontown,
Pa. His first charge was at Fairmount.
in what was then Virginia and is now
West Virginia. Following the civil war
he came to the National Capital and
founded Westminster Churrh newmv.

ing its pulpit for many years. He later
filled charges in Baltimore, Nashville,
Tenn.: Delphi, Ind.: Huntington, Unionville.New Castle and Gettysburg. Pa.,
and Aberdeen, Md. In 1878-1880 he occupiedthe chair of Hebrew. Greek and
ancient histor^ at the Pennsylvania
State College. He had lived in Wilmingtonsince 1887.
His wife, four sons, a sister and one

daughter, Mrs. J. D. Thompson of this
city, are living.

Herndon Phone Company Directors.
Special Corrcspondcive of Thp Star.
HERNDON, Ya., January 25. The

Farmers' Telephone and Telegraph Company,at its annual meeting yesterday,
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